Rain Gardens 101
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Upper Guadalupe River Authority
Natural Resources Manager
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Quick Facts: B | What are Rain Gardens?

Rain gardens are located and designed
to intercept the water running off yards,
tiriveways, sidewalks and parking lots by L S )
before it enters the street and storm L S d landscape and serve as a garden area, its main function is to retain and treat
sewer. Plants in a rain garden are 1 ; R collected stormwater. Stormwater runoff increases urban flooding, erodes the
altractive hecause M_ give color A " el i banks of rivers and streams, and carries pollutants into waterways. A rain garden
to the landscape at all times of the year. p s !

Rain gardens can be designed for an - - GRS 3

individual yard or a neighborhood. allowing it to soak into the ground.

Did You Know? How They Work

Rain gardens are not ponds. Existing soil is replaced with layers of high-infiltration

A rain garden is a planted shallow depression that collects rainwater runoff from
roofs, parking lots, and other surfaces. While a rain garden can blend into the

can turn stormwater problems into water supply assets by slowing runoff and

Stormwater runoff Is a major
cause of water pollution and
flooding In urban areas hecause
of the Increase of Impervious
cover replacing the natural
environment. Managing rain where
It falls helps prevent pollution
Iaden runoff from entering our
river and creeks. Stormwater Stormwater
management sirategles like rain 3 - R Stormwater can pick up debris, chemicals, dirt and other
gardens heip filter the poliutants and x ollutants, and flow into a storm sewer system or directly to our
P ) Y
recharge groundwater - a heneficial g g N river and streams. Anything that enters a storm sewer system is
strategy for us and our environment. v . discharged untreated into the water bodies we use for swimming,
& g
fishing and providing drinking water.

soils, gravel, and mulch. They are usually planted with native or adapted vegetation
that tolerates both waterlogging and drought. Rain gardens fill up with runoff during
rain events and slowly drain afterward. As the runoff drains from the rain garden, the
plants and soil trap pollutants. Rain gardens work best when they are maintained
regularly by removing weeds, aerating soil, and removing any clay layers.
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